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2879 November 23, 1900 

Two foreign vessels and 5 coasting vessels were inspected and passed on 
arrival. Two bills of health were issued to foreign vessels and 3 
certificates of inspection to coasting vessels. 

Eespectfully, G. M. Guiteras, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-Generai,, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

A case of yellow fever at Hamilton Barracks. 

Matanzas, Cuba, November 15, 1900. 
One case yellow fever reported at the military hospital, Hamilton 
Barracks. 

GUITERAS. 

The Surgeon- General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Beports from Nuevitas, Puerto Padre, and Gibara. 

Nuevitas, Cuba, October 29, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report for the week 
ended October 27, 1900 : 

Nuevitas. — During this week 7 vessels have arrived and 6 bills of 
health have been issued. No quarantinable diseases have occurred, 
and the sanitary condition is good. 

Of substations, only Puerto Padre and Gibara have sent telegraphic 
reports. 

Puerto Padre. — Vessels arrived, 3 ; bills of health issued, 3 ; deaths, 1 ; 
sanitary condition of port, good. 

Gibara. — Vessels arrived, 4 ; bills of health issued, 3 ; deaths, none. 
Eespectfully, Owen W. Stone. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon- General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Nuevitas, Cuba, November 5, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report for the week 
ended November 3, 1900 : 

Nuevitas. — During this week 5 vessels have arrived and 9 bills of 
health have been issued at this station. No quarantinable disease has 
occurred, and the sanitary condition continues to be good. 

Puerto Padre. — Vessels arrived, 4 ; bills of health issued, 4 ; deaths, 1. 
Good sanitary condition. 

There have been at Nuevitas 2 vessels loading lumber and 2 dis- 
charging the same kind of load. They stayed in port the whole week. 
Respectfully, Owen W. Stone, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

V. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Beport on the inspection of Nuevitas. 

Havana, Cuba, November 7, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to state that I departed for Nuevitas, Cuba* 
«pon the official dispatch boat Viking October 25 and returned the after- 
noon of November 2, 1900. 
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The following report is submitted : 

Nuevitas is located upon the eastern third of the north coast of Cuba, 
310 miles, light house to light-house, from Havana, and 21 miles inside 
of a tortuous channel to a commodious bay with good anchorage ground. 

The population consists of about 5,000, all of whom, except about 50, 
are immune to yellow fever. This townsite is one of the oldest upon 
the island. Columbus, it is said, first landed near this point, and the 
early settlers were frequently raided by pirates, causing a large number 
to move inland to Principe. 

The streets and areas are in a fairly clean condition, being sanitarily 
policed under the direction of the military authorities, causing the death 
rate this year to fall over 100 per cent less than it fell in 1899. 

Forty-five miles inland, connected by a local railroad with Neuvitas, 
is situated Puerto Principe, the capital of this province of the same 
name. The population is about 25,000, and as yellow fever prevailed 
here to a considerable extent in former years, the larger number may 
be considered immunes. Four companies of cavalry are stationed at 
this point in comfortable quarters, with remarkably little or no sick- 
ness during the present year, due to the energetic action of the officers 
in command in not only introducing modern sanitary plumbing and 
engineering at the post, but also in policing the city of Puerto Principe 
as it was never known before, to the great health, comfort, and educa- 
tion of its inhabitants. 

Near the coast, 40 miles from Nuevitas, a colony of American and 
Canadian settlers has been recently established and called "La Gloria." 
These people, about 200 in number, are all nonimmunes. Passengers, 
mail, and freight for this place arrive at Nuevitas, and are conveyed to 
destination upon small vessels. 

About 2 miles from Nuevitas, near the same shore line, is situated 
" Cayo Puto," a small island, 3 or 4 acres in extent. Here 5 tents with 
, wooden floors have been erected by Acting Assistant Surgeon Stone, 
the quarantine officer in command, for the isolation and care of any 
quarantinable disease, and there is a sufficient outfit for this camp, 
which meets the present necessity of the port. 

To one side of the city water front, upon municipal ground, a disin- 
fection building has been erected, 20 by 60 feet, containing a sream 
chamber, circular service pattern, 5 by 9 feet, with formaldehyd attach- 
ment and steam boiler, furnished to this station last year. The chamber 
and boiler have no asbestus covering, but no difficulty is experienced 
in obtaining and holding the requisite amount of steam pressure. 
There is also an autoclave, sulphur pots, bichloride hose, and disinfect- 
ing material, sufficient for present needs. 

Muster and roll call showed 2 officers and 7 attendants, corresponding 
with the pay roll. Dr. J. E. Ariza, the assistant, is native born and 
speaks English fluently. 

The steam launch ProcJmzka, named after the deceased Service officer 
of that name, is a little over 60 feet in length, triple expansion engine, 
inclosed pilot house, small cruising galley and roomy cabin, was fur- 
nished at a very reasonable price to this station in January of the 
present year. The launch is well adapted for service in this bay, only 
a small structural difficulty being encountered in backing — a tendency 
to the port side — which is of no moment, and often experienced in 
larger vessels. The hull and machinery appear to be in good condi- 
tion and carefully cared for, less than $10 having been expended in 
repairs during the season. A new lignum vitae or metal sleeve may be 



2881 November 23,190* 

required for the shaft beariDg, the principal cost of which will be in 
hauling oat upon the small marine railway at Nuevitas. 

Mail and steamship lines. 

Mail is received via Havana upon the Umberto once a week and upon 
Herrera Steamship Line 4 times a month. Telegraphic and cable con- 
nection is made via Principe overland to coast points 

The Munson Steamship Line touches at this port twice a month from 
New York, Matanzas, and Caibarien, thence to Gibara, Baracoa, and 
return. 

The Herrera Line steamship arrives 4 times a-month, from Havana in 
thirty six hours, and remains a few hours. Nonimmune passengers are 
detained upon shore under observation to complete five days from 
infected points and their baggage is disinfected. The new steamer Julia, 
of this line, makes these Cuban ports from Havana to Porto Eico and 
return, and the tug Umberto Rodriguez tows a barge several times a 
month from Havana for freight and passengers at reduced rates. 

Cattle steamers. 

The province of Puerto Principe has been the great cattle raising 
section of the island of Cuba, the stock, however, having been used up 
or destroyed during the war. New stock is now being introduced from 
Florida, Porto Eico, and Venezuela for breeding purposes. 

The Munson Line cattle steamer arrives from Tampico, being over 
five days eu route, and tug boats and barges arrive from Port Tampa, 
Fla. These vessels depart immediately and no immune certificates are 
issued to crews of vessels at this port. 

Fresh water. 

The water supply of Nuevitas is entirely dependent upon the rainfall, 
and at times fresh water has had to be conveyed to this port. An open 
cement basin, about an acre in extent, upon the side of a hill, is a pri- 
vate enterprise, collects considerable water and furnishes it to the 
station for boiler purposes at 1^ cents per gallon ; 1,400 to 1,800 gallons 
per month are required for this purpose. Driven and artesian wells 
would be worth trial at this place and would probably yield a good 
water supply. A small electric light plant is in operation, and ice is 
manufactured at Principe, brought down upon the local railroad, and 
retailed at 4 cents per pound. 

Prevalence of diseases. 

This section of the island has been remarkably free from quarantin- 
able disease this season, due to its exclusion by this Service upon the 
water line and the prompt cooperative action of the military authorities 
in isolating a few suspicious cases and disinfection of premises in Nue- 
vitas. 

Three cases of, or suspicious of, yellow fever occurred during the 
year, reported to you by the quarantine officer in command. 

The first case was, upon April 16, a Spaniard, six weeks from Havana, 
slept in a small dark place upon the ground floor of a shop in Nuevitas ; 
recovered. 

The second, April 28, a discharged soldier from the Fifteenth Infantry, 
of dissolute habits, slept upon the ground in exposed places ; died. 

The third, upon June 25, a Spaniard, a few weeks from Havana and 
an arrival from Spain this season ; recovered. 

These cases were promptly isolated and the premises disinfected. 
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The chief surgeon of this military division, I am informed, in his 
annual report, states there have been no cases of yellow fever this season. 
However this may be, it would seem that the low, dark, confined space 
in the rear of these walled buildings of Spanish construction might 
retain infection and be a source of danger to newly arrived nonimmune 
material. 

The subports of this third quarantine district of the island are Puerto 
Padre, Gibara, Banes, Mayari, and Baracoa. Besides the considerable 
shipment of fruit, principally bananas from these small ports to the 
United States, they are visited by the lines of vessels already men- 
tioned, which have been inspected coastwise at Nuevitas or Santiago, 
and therefore under no special danger of the introduction of a quarau- 
tinable disease. 

Bespectfully, A. H. Glennan, 

Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8., 
Chief Quarantine Officer for the Island of Cuba. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Report of immigrants inspected at the port of Nuevitas, Cuba, during the 
month of October 27 to November S, 1900, inclusive. 

Total number of immigrants inspected, 2 ; number passed, 2. 

Owen W. Stone, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon- General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Reports from Santiago, ManzaniUo, Guantanamo. and Daiquiri. 

Santiago de Cuba, October SI, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit herewith the following sanitary 
report of the fourth quarantine division of the island of Cuba under 
my command for the week ended October 27, 1900 : 

Santiago. — There was a total of 16 deaths reported in the civil popu- 
lation of the city for this period, due to the following causes: Tubercu- 
losis, 5 ; meningitis, 1 ; enteric fever, 1 ; malarial fever, 2 ; diphtheria, 
1; other causes, 6 ; total, 16; estimated population, 43,000; death rate, 
19.34. 

The provisional flag sloop Catalina arrived at this port October 21, 1900, 
without a bill of health, said to have come from Gibara ; on this account 
the vessel was held in quarantine and disinfected. On October 25, 1900, 
the U. S. A. transport McClellan arrived at this port destined for New 
York via ManzaniUo. One immune and 14 nonimmune certificates 
were issued to passengers embarking on this vessel. On October 27, 1900, 
4 immune and 8 nonimmune certificates were issued to passengers 
embarking on the American steamship Saratoga bound for New York. 

ManzaniUo. — Acting Asst. Surg. B. de Socarras reports 4 deaths 
during the week from the following causes : Cirrhosis of the liver, 1 ; 
bronchitis, 1 ; heart disease, 1 ; cancer of the liver, 1 ; total, 4 ; popu- 
lation, 14,464 ; death rate 14.38. 

Guantanamo. — Acting Asst. Surg. Luis Espin reports 3 deaths from 
the following causes : Diphtheria, 1 ; gastro- enteritis, 1 ; nephritis, 1 ; 
total, 3; population, 18,000; death rate, 8.6. 

A few cases of diphtheria have appeared in this city. The authori- 



